4       HISTORY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

lowed,1 According to the historiographers of
Esarhaddon, Bel-bani was the first IshakTm of
Asshur who adopted the title of king, having re-
ceived the office of king from the god Marduk
himself. If there be any truth at all in these
statements, we must see in Bel-bani the first king
of Assyria, but the fact is empty of real meaning,
whether true or not, for we know nothing of the
king's personality or works.

After these names of shadowy personalities there
comes a great silent period of above two hundred
years, in which we hear no sound of any movements
in Assyria, nor do we know the name of even one
ruler.8 At the very end of this period (about 1490
B. C.) all western Asia was shaken to its founda-
tions by an Egyptian invasion. Thutmosis III,3
freed at last from the restraint of Hatshepsowet,
his peace-loving sister or aunt, had swept along the
Mediterranean coast to Carmel and over the spur

1 Whatever may be thought of Esarhaddon's statements concerning Bel-
bani there is at least evidence that a king of this name actually existed,
lor Scheil has found a tablet dated in the reign of Bel-bani and written in
archaic Babylonian script (Recued de Travanz, xix, p 59)

3 It is quite probable that our ignorance of this period is due simply to
the fact that excavations hitherto made in Assyria have been chiefly upon
sites, such as Kuyunjik and Khorsabad, famous rather in the later than in.
the earlier periods of Assyrian history. When KaPah Shergat, the site of
ancient Asshur, is explored we may perhaps be able to fill out some of the
lacuna in the earliest times.

* Hatshepsowet, Thutmosis II, and Thutmosis III reigned together from
about 1616 to 1449. It was in the twenty-second year that the advance
began upon Syria, Thutmosis in being then sole ruler of Egypt. See
Petne, IMstory of Egypt dunng the XVIlth and XVllIth Dynasties, 3d
ed,, 1899, and Steindorff, Die JBlut&s&it des Pharaoiien RetcJis. Leipzig,
1900.